SJfiAL,

great numbers of them are killed annually
by crews of the sealing vessels. The great
seal (Phoca barbdta), which measures 8 or
10 feet in length, occurs in Southern Green-
land. The gray seal (HaliGhcerus gryplws

Hooded or Crested Seal [Gystophora cristata).

or griseus), attains a length of from 8 to 9
feet, and is found on the Scandinavian and
Icelandic coasts. The P. caspica, found
in the Caspian Sea, and also in the Siberian
lakes Aral and Baikal, attains a length of
about 5 feet. The genus Stenorhynchus
is represented by several species of the
Southern Seas, and by the monk seal (S.
monachus) of the Mediterranean, which at-
tains a length of from 10 to 12 feet, and
seems to have been the seal best known to
the ancients. The genus Cystophtira includes
the large bladder-nose, hooded or crested
seal (0. cristata) of the Greenland seas, in
which the nose of the males has a curious
distensible sac, and which attains an average
length of from 10 to 12 feet. It also in-
cludes the large sea - elephant, elephant -
seal, or bottle - nosed seal (C. or Morunga
proboscidea) of the Antarctic Seas, which
attains a length of from 20 to 30 feet. See
Elephant-seal.

The Otaridcs or 'eared' seals are distin-
guished by the possession of a small outer
ear, which is absent in the Pkocida3, by a
longer neck, better developed limbs, and
a structural relationship which presents a
much nearer affinity- to that of the bears.
Of these the northern sea-lion (Eumetopias
or Otaria, Stetteri), so called from the mane
of stiff crisp hairs on its neck and shoul-
ders, is a native of both the American and
the Asiatic shores of the N. Pacific, The
southern sea-lion (Otaria jubata] belongs
to S. America. There is also a southern
fur-seal (genus Arctocephalus), which was
once very abundant at the Falkland Islands,
but has almost been exterminated there.
The best known fur-seal is the northern

fur-seal which breeds on the islands of the
Pribyloff group, off the coast of Alaska,
and at the Commander Islands in the Beh-
ring Sea. The species found here is Callo-
rhinus ursinus or Otaria ursma. It visits
those islands, making its appearance from
the southward late in the spring, chiefly for
reproductive purposes, leaving again about
the end of October or beginning of Novem-
ber. Each old male mates with ten or
fifteen or more females, whom he guards
jealously, and in whose behalf he fights
furiously. The female gives birth to one
pup. The male attains maturity about the
eighth year, when its length is from 7 to 8
feet, and its weight from 500 to 700 Ibs.
The outer and longer hairs of its fur are of
a grayish-brown colour, the thicker under-
fur being darker or reddish-brown; and it
is this fine under-fur which, when stripped
of the coarse outer hairs and dressed by the
furrier, affords one of the most beautiful
and valued of the 'sealskins' of commerce.
The seal fisheries are divided into hair-
seal fisheries and fur-seal fisheries. The
principal seats of the hair-seal fishery are
Newfoundland, Jan Mayen, and the Cas-
pian Sea. Nearly half the total number
of seals obtained is taken on the New-
foundland coast. The Jan Mayen fishery
is carried on by the British, Norwegians,
Swedes, Danes, and Germans, the number
of seals taken by the British vessels being
about equal to that taken by all the others
together. The only British ports now en-
gaged in the industry are Dundee and

Fur Seal (Otaria wsftia).
Peterhead. Steamers are employed, and
the vessels make the ice about the middle
of March, and prosecute the seal fishing
till about the middle of May, when they
proceed to the whale fishing. The seals are
taken either by clubbing them or shooting
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